
Revision Strategies and How 
To Use Them



Revision is the process of re-visiting key knowledge and 
concepts.

Revision isn’t:

• re-reading notes
• highlighting 
• re-writing out notes many times

Some online resources are useful- exam board 
websites/educational YouTube channels.

Some social media revision resources (TikTok) are not entirely 
reliable. 



Here are 3 key revision strategies that have been taken from The Revision Revolution.

1. knowledge splat
2. flashcards
3. self-quizzing



Knowledge Splat

1. Knowledge Splat- this is where you write down everything you 
know about a topic. It helps you to establish what you know and 
don’t know. 

Method: Choose a topic and, on a blank piece of paper, write down 
everything you can remember about it for 5–10 minutes.

Review: Afterward, use your notes or a revision guide to add any 
missing information in a different colour.

Outcome: The "second colour" highlights your knowledge gaps, 
showing you exactly what you need to focus on during your next 
study session. 



Step 1-
Write down all you know about Marley’s 
character from A Christmas Carol. 

How to complete a knowledge splat. 



Step 2-
Compare your notes to class 
notes/revision guide. See what you 
have missed out. Add these missed 
notes to your original in a different 
colour.

Step 3- the additional notes 
are now your priority for your 
next revision session on this 
topic. 



2. Flashcards

Flashcards are a highly effective way to use active recall and 
can be used to repeatedly test your understanding of key 
facts and concepts.

Method: Write a question on one side of a card and the 
answer on the other. For complex topics, break them down 
into multiple, simpler cards.

Test: Go through the flashcards, sorting them into "correct"
and "incorrect" piles. Focus your revision on the cards you 
got wrong.

Don’t put too much 
information on one 
flashcard, otherwise it 
won’t be of use to you. 

Who is Marley? 

Marley is:

Marley symbolises…  



3. Self-quizzing

Step 1: read the section that you’re memorising. 

Step 2: cover the section up.

Step 3: write down everything you can remember.

Step 4: check your notes against the section you’re studying.

Step 5: with a different coloured pen, write down any 
information you missed so you can visually see the gaps in your 
knowledge. The missing information should then be re-visited to 
help your remember it. Repeat the process of self-quizzing for the 
missing information.

Task: 

• Give the Marley 
flashcard to your parent 
or carer.

• Your parent or carer 
now needs to follow 
the self-quizzing 
method and learn 
what’s on the flashcard. 

• Pupils now test your 
parents’/carers’ 
knowledge of Marley. 


